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laWMEJK FOR: Deputy Director (Support) 

: Accumulation and Forfeiture of A nnua l leave 


1 , This aemoran&um is for your information. 

2 , Section 203(c) of the Annual sod Sick leave Act of 1951# as 
eaen&ed, •which, governs leave administration for Agency employees, provides 
fear the accumulation of annual leave for use in succeeding years of not 
oore than 30 day* for most eoployees. Exceptions are provided for 
saployees serving overseas, whose limit Is #5 days, and for those employees 
Wfco had alrea d y accumulated larger leave balances at the time the 30 -day 
limit was loosed . Employees who have accumulated the m a xim u m annual 
leave credit must forfeit any leave earned during a given calendar year 
which they have not used. The deadline for use of 1956 leave is 12 J anuar y 
1957 — the end of the last pay period beginning in calendar year 1956 . 


3 , The Comptroller General has consistently denied any area of 
discretion, in applying thee m a ximum accumulation provision, erven to the 
jfyfcfpt of requiring a refund of a lump-sum leave payment covering leave 
tfMph could not be recredited because of this limitation. He has been 
Wjgiaily consistent in holding that, while the accrual of leave is a matter 
Of ri gh t, Its use Is a matter of privilege and la subject to admini strative 
control. 

%» There are no accurate statistics available as to the amount of 
t leave forfeited each year by Federal employees. Incidental items 
n aaa g isg is the newspapers from time to time point out cons id er able 
losses. While it mist be assumed that some of the total forfeiture 
represents cases in which individual employees e imply did not choose to 
use their leave, a large portion must be attributed to cases in which 
coployees were unable to use their leave either by reason of a continuing 
Mg h workload or because of emergencies precluding use at the time 
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